R328 (R41)_Rumination for 22 May, 2011
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
An Instrument of Ten Strings
The Text: 
 An instrument of ten strings:
Psa. 33:2; 92:3; 144:9

The Thots:
 

Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright.

Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings.

Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.
Psa. 33:1-3
A. The Singing Saint – 



1. He is the one made Righteous in Status.
O ye righteous


Psa. 33:1a

a. As with Abraham, who was imputed the Righteousness of God because of his Faith.
Rom. 4:11, 22
He received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had 

yet being uncircumcised… therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.

b. So with us who are imputed the same Righteousness because of our Faith in God.

i. God Raised Christ from the dead after His crucifixion.
Rom. 4:23, 24
Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us also, 
to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;
ii. Christ Redeemed us from our transgressions – Who was delivered for our offences.
4:25a
iii. And Rose again was raised again for our justification.
 
4:25b


Thus, we are now Righteous before God.

2. He is the one Righteous (Upright) in State.
praise is comely for the upright
Psa. 33:1b
a. He now walks Righteously after the Spirit.
Rom. 8:4, 5
the righteousness…who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit…
b. He now Reveres God in his Spirit…they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit
Jn. 4:24
c. He now Remembers his Lord at His Supper – this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

B. The Stringed instrument of 10 Strings
an instrument of ten strings.

Psa. 33:2b

He is now become the instrument of righteousness to play the instrument of ten strings:
Rom. 6:13

1. To celebrate his Lord in Song – Rejoice in the LORD…for praise is comely.

Psa. 33:1

2. To venerate and Sing unto Him – Praise the Lord…Sing unto Him.

Psa. 33:2

3. To resonate Skilfully on the harp Strings of his heart – the harp of ten strings!

Psa. 33:2, 3 RSV

a. It is to be a Special harp of only ten Strings – cf. the 10 fingers (deed) and 10 toes (walk) of his person. 

b. It is to be Skilfully played to give out Sanctified Sweetness, reserved only for Service to God.

C. The Song of the Saint

Sing unto him a new song 

Rev. 5:9

[Note: Song occurs only 3 times in Revelation:

5:9; 14:3; 15:3]

1. It is a new Song.



Rev. 5:9, NIV
a. Sung by Saints with Stringed instruments.
Having every one of them harps
Rev. 5:8 cf. 15:2

i. The Subject of the new Song – the Lamb, looking as if it had been slain

Rev. 5:6, NIV
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because You were slain”
Rev. 5:9, NIV

ii. The Singers of the new Song:


Rev. 5:9, NIV

Blood-purchased “men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.”
b. Sung by the Sealed 144,000 Saints.



Rev. 14:3, 4, NIV


They were purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb.

c. Sung by those who Stood on the Sea of glass, holding harps of God. 


Rev. 15:2, NASB

…those who had been victorious over the beast 
2. It is the Song of the Lamb.


Rev. 15:2-4, NIV
They held harps given them by God and sang … the song of the Lamb:


cf. 5:8, 9

“Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Your ways,



King of the ages. Who will not fear You, O Lord, and bring glory to Your name?


 For You alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before You,

for Your righteous acts have been revealed

This day, we sing and we rejoice

With our hearts making a joyful noise,

Because we remember Him the Host at the Table

Who is also the Lamb upon the Throne.

With our instruments of ten strings,

We raise this new song of the Lamb and we sing

“Redeemed! Redeemed! By His precious blood we are redeemed – 

Truly, Lord, Thou art worthy, and Thou alone.”
- KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 327
1. In the Rumination above, the instrument of ten strings is referred to as:

A Special harp of only ten Strings – cf. the 10 fingers (deed) and 10 toes (walk) of his person. 

The thought here is that every Christian who has been made righteous through faith in God that He has raised Jesus from the dead IS an instrument of ten strings, i.e. he/she is God’s musical instrument of ten strings and he/she is therefore to allow God to use his/her ten fingers (representing what he/she does) and his/her ten toes (representing his/her walk) to play God’s (1) new song (2) the song of Moses and (3) the song of the Lamb. 
(1) The new song is: they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
Rev. 5:9, 10

(2) The Song of Moses is: Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. The LORD is my strength and song, and He is become my salvation: He is my God, and I will prepare Him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt Him.
Exo. 15:1, 2
(3) The Song of the Lamb is: They sing…the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints. Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? for Thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest. 
Rev. 15:3, 4

Study these songs. Can you truly say your life and your living is a reflection and a manifestation of the contents of these songs? Does your life (what you do and where you go) bring glory and honour to Him? Does it bring forth much pleasure to Him?

Of the Lord’s private life before His Public Baptism, God was able to testify:  This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. (Mt. 3:17; Mk. 1:11; Lk. 3:22)
In the midst of the Lord’s Public Ministry at His Transfiguration, again the Lord could say: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him. (Mt. 17:5 cf. II Pet. 1:17)

Is your Private and Public life an instrument of ten strings bringing sweet music and song to your heavenly Father?
REFLECT.

2. Your life can be likened unto an instrument of ten stings or clay in the Potter’s hands. 

As a musical instrument, your life is to bring sweet music to His ears and to please Him.

As clay, your life is to be surrendered to Him as the Potter to fashion it into what His Sovereign will determines. Consider the following texts:

Jer. 18:3-6:

Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels.

4  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.

5  Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

6  O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. 

Rom. 9:21:

Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?
Are you prepared to surrender your life as clay to the Potter to make you into a vessel meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work? II Tim. 21:21b. 

REFLECT
